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Constructing Authorship through the Artist’s View i n the Early Printed Book 

The woodcut panoramas of the printed book Peregrinatio in terram sanctam (Journey to the Holy 

Land, 1486) fold out across multiple sheets to a length of up to 1.62m to imitate the scale and spatial 

rhetoric of painting, an effect underscored by the surviving deluxe copies printed on vellum and colored 

by hand.  The book’s editor, Bernhard von Breydenbach, and its artist and printer, the painter Erhard 

Reuwich, ambitiously sought to use the emerging medium of print to reconceptualize the idea of a book 

within in a milieu (the Cathedral chapter and Archdiocese of Mainz) that employed printing in the service 

of episcopal authority while seeking to contain the proliferation of vernacular texts.  Though some prints 

will mimic the scale and space of painting in the sixteenth century, Reuwich’s work stands out for its 

landmark technical achievement and the—at first—seemingly discordant yoking of the experience of 

viewing a panorama to the material circumstances of reading and the bound book.  Artist and editor used 

this viewing experience, including the visual rhetoric of perspective, as the foundation for their project to 

create a model of knowledge, authorship, and reading for print.  Through pictorial, textual, and material 

means, the woodcuts are self-consciously constructed as eye-witness views that assert their origin in an 

artist’s on-site looking and recording.  Presenting textual and visual content within this frame sets up a 

model of authority for the book as a whole that elides the seams among diverse sources.   
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