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THE CENTRE for the History of the
Book is an interdisciplinary centre for
advanced research into all aspects of
the mater ial culture of the text - its
production, circulation, and reception,
from manuscript to the electronic text.
      Serving a community of over 30
scholars across several University
depar tments, the CHB is one of a
number of centres throughout the
wor ld dedicated to the promotion of
Bibliography and Book History.
      This has been another eventful year
for the Centre.  As well as the usual
full schedule of events, this year has
also seen the University of Edinburgh
undergo major structural changes.
The CHB, which was established seven
years ago in the Faculty Group of Ar ts,
Divinity, and Music,  has since its
inception benefited from the input of
its academic affiliates in a var iety of
disciplines.  With the recent
establi shment of the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences come
new oppor tunities for interdisciplinary
endeavour .
      One of the ways in which the
Centre has been able to develop its
interdisciplinary profile over recent
years has been in the initiatives it has
shared with The Institute for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities.
The Institute, which has been
promoting advanced research across
the disciplines since 1969, provides a
new administrative home for the CHB.
Our new address can be found on the
back page of this issue.
      In the meantime, the Centre has
continued to enjoy close relations over
the years with the University Library.
Colleagues near and far were shocked
last September to learn of the tragic
death of Ian Mowat, L ibrar ian to the
University.  Ian was a staunch ally and
close fr iend of the CHB, and served on
the Centre’s Advisory Group.  His
character istic good humour and
inspiration wil l be missed by all of
those who knew and worked with him.
An obituary by Richard Ovenden is
included in this issue.

    Our regular r eaders will perhaps
notice a few changes to the CHB News
this year.  We are grateful to Donald
Ferguson for all of his technical help
with the new layout. Those who would
like to be added to our maili ng are
invited to send a wr itten request. Back
numbers are available on request and
electronic versions of previous issues
can be consulted on the web at
http://www.ar ts.ed.ac.uk/chb.

THE DIRECTORS

NEW ADVISORY GROUP

The CHB is delighted to welcome to its
Advisory Group several new members
this year.
    Representing the University are
Professor Vicki Bruce, Vice-Pr incipal
and Head of the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences; Professor John
Frow, Director of the Institute for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities;
and Hamish Macandrew, Research
Off icer for the Humanities and Social
Sciences.  Recently appointed external
members are Lord Briggs and Tim
Rix.
      Asa Br iggs is one of the wor ld’s
leading experts in nineteenth century
culture and the history of media.  He is
the author of many books including the
five-volume History of British
Broadcasting and, with Peter Burke, A
Social History of the Media, and has
recently completed a history of the
House of Longman.  He has been
Chancellor of the University of Sussex
and the Open University, and Provost
of Worcester College, Oxford.
      Tim Rix brings with him valuable
experience from the wor ld of
publishing, having been for several
years Chairman and Chief Executive
of Longman as well as being a former
President of The Publishers’
Association.  He is presently Chairman
of Edinburgh University Press.

EDINBURGH HISTORY OF
THE BOOK IN SCOTL AND

Whether in the creation of ear ly
manuscripts, in the formation of
librar ies, through fine pr inting, or the
development of mass media, Scotland’s
contr ibution to the history of the book,
both within the nation and beyond its
boundar ies, has been remarkable.
      To be published in four volumes by
Edinburgh University Press, The
Edinburgh History of the Book in
Scotland is one of several national
histor ies in progress, and aims to
account for the production, circulation,
and reception of Scott ish texts from
earliest times to the present.  Other
multi-volume histor ies are under way
in Australia, Canada, England,
I reland, and the United States.
      Under the general editorship of Bill
Bell and Jonquil Bevan, the project is
overseen by an Advisory Board of
international experts, with seven
volume editors now in situ.
      Volume 1, under the editorship of
Alastair M ann and Sally Mapstone,
wil l account for the book in Scotland
from ear liest times to the Act of Union
in 1707; Volume 2, edited by Stephen
Brown and Warren McDougall , will
cover the rest of the eighteenth
century; Volume 3 is edited by Bil l Bell
and will account for the period 1800-
1880; David Finkelstein and Alistair
McCleery, with editor ial responsibil ity
for Volume 4, will br ing the story up to
the year 2000.
       A successful conference for
Volume 3 was hosted by The Centre
for Publishing Studies at The
University of Stir ling while Volume 2
figured significantly at last year ’s
Eighteenth Century Scott ish Studies
Society conference held at The
University of Edinburgh.  Contracts
have now been issued by the Press.
The first volume will be published in
2005-2006, with others following
shor tly thereafter .
      Further information on the project
is available from the CHB web site
which can be found at
http://www.ar ts.ed.ac.uk/chb
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THE YEAR’S
EVENTS

BRITISH ACADEMY
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

We are pleased to welcome Dr.
Jonathan Wild, formerly of the
University of Kent, who has this year
taken up a three-year Postdoctoral
Fellowship at the CHB with the
generous suppor t of The British
Academy.
    Dr Wild is at present researching the
r ise of middlebrow culture between the
Wor ld Wars, and intends to write a
monograph on the subject.
    In addition, a major grant from the
Carnegie Trust for the Universities of
Scotland has provided suppor t for a
full -time postdoctoral researcher to
complete The Bibliography of the
Scott ish Book Trade, a comprehensive
bibliography of all titles relating to the
history of the book trade in Scotland.
An appointment wil l be made later this
year.

JAMES THIN LECTURE 2002

The James Thin Lecture for 2002 was
delivered by Professor Robert Gross of
the College of William and Mary in the
Playfair Library Hall on July 4.
    The lecture, which was well
attt ended, also featured as a plenary
session on the programme of the
Eighteenth Century Scott ish Studies
Society conference.  Entitled ‘Seeing
the Wor ld in Pr int’ , it ranged from the
pr int culture of the American
eighteenth-century to representations
of the book trade in contemporary
popular cinema.
    Professor Gross was also in
Edinburgh to take up a Visiting
Fellowship at the CHB.  In order to
work on the intellectual connections
between Scotland and Nor th America.

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
SCOTTISH STUDIES SOCIETY

The Eighteenth Century Scott ish
Studies Society held its annual
conference at The University of
Edinburgh between 3-6 July 2002.
    The conference was held in
association with the CHB and took for
its theme ‘Union and Cultural
Identities in Eighteenth-Century
Scotland’ .  Plenary speakers included
David Bindman, James Chandler,
L inda Coll ie and Robert Gross.  A
number of panels were dedicated to the
themes of transatlantic exchange,
books and the book trade, and the
history of the Scott ish Enlightenment.
      A number of panels were also
devoted to volume two of A History of
the Book in Scotland and among the
special events were a fascinating
exhibition hosted by Edinburgh
University L ibrary relating to the
eighteenth-century Scott ish book
trade, organised by Stephen Brown,
Heather Holmes, and Warren
McDougall .

DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR
THE HUMANITIES

Edinburgh University L ibrary was
pleased to host the annual DRH
conference in September 2002. The
DRH conferences are a major forum
for all those affected by the digitization
of our common cultural her itage.
    The papers presented ranged over a
huge spectrum of activity and theory,
from the creation of an electronic
subject index to British periodicals
from 1600 - 1800, to an audio-visual
archive of Shakespeare, to a study of
the combination of hypertext, usabili ty
and li terary theor ies. One sub-text of
the conference was the challenge of
br inging texts into the wor ld of
metadata and hypertext without killi ng
off pr int and all it has to offer .
    Of particular interest were the
papers of the keynote speakers:  The
wil l to remember: time, space and people
in the digital  landscape, by Sarah
Tyacke, of the Public Records Office
UK, gave an insight into both the
diff iculties oppor tunities involved in
the digitisation and recording of our
collective national memory.  Activities
and Research for Culture Heritage, by
Bernard Smith of the European
Commission, gave an overview of
relevant activity funded by the EC.
    Connections and Categories: How the
Humanists Can Fight Back, by Ted

Nelson from Keio University, provided
an entertaining and provocative
analysis of how competing agendas are
locked in batt le for supremacy in how
digitisation is best used.
    Fur ther detail s regarding DRH and
for thcoming conferences can be found
at http://www.drh.org.uk/

 Frances Abercromby

EDINBURGH BOOK
HISTORY SEMINAR 2002-2003

The CHB research seminar continues
to take place in the University L ibrary
on alternate Fr idays throughout the
Autumn and Spr ing Terms.
    The Autumn Term began with an
fascinating talk by Donald Meek on the
first pr inted Gaelic sermons, produced
in Nor th Carolina. Robert Hillenbrand
and Amin Mahdavi followed with a
colour ful discussion of the complexities
of digitising Persian manuscripts.  A
complimentary talk was given by
Andrew Wheatcroft (Stir ling) on the
sumptuous ill ustrations of the Occident
over the centur ies and what they reveal
about Western cultural assumptions.
Ian Willi son (London) provided a
broad-ranging overview of the
for thcoming twentieth-century volume
of the Cambridge History of the Book in
Britain, teasing out some of the
methodological problems that faced
contr ibutors.  The Term concluded
with an erudite discussion by Robin
Myers (Stationers’ Company) on the
history of the impor tant archive at
Stationers’ Hall.
    The first speaker of the Spring Term
was Richard Sher (New Jersey
Institute of Technology), who provided
an insight into the rewards of
authorship in eighteenth-century
Scotland.  This was followed by two
excellent talks on the theme of
antiquar ianism: Richard Ovenden
(University L ibrary) gave an account
of the appeal of medieval manuscripts
to collectors in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centur ies, while Adam Fox
(Economic History) discussed the
acquisitive habits of the remarkable
Narcissus Lutt rell. The ser ies
concluded most entertainingly with a
talk by David and Dierdre Stam on the
reading habits of polar explorers and
the librar ies that accompanied them.
    Meetings were well attended,
involving par ticipants from across the
University and beyond.  The seminar
wil l resume in the Autumn Term.



DIGITISING A PERSIAN
CLASSIC

Robert Hillenbrand, Professor of
Islamic Arts at The University of
Edinburgh, on the history of  the

Shahnama

THE SHAHNAMA - " The Book of
Ki ngs" - is the Persian national epic.
Completed in 1010 by the poet
Firdausi, who collated and refashioned
earlier wr itten and oral versions of its
hundreds of stor ies, it is the core work
of medieval Persian li terature.
Thousands of
Persians have
large sections
of its text by
hear t, and it is
the staple of
popular prof-
essional story-
tellers who ply
their trade in
cafés.  I t has
spread far be-
yond I ran to
Central Asia,
Afghanistan
and nor thern
India, to Tur -
key and the
Caucasus; and
there are even
Arabic trans-
lations.  I t has
become an icon
of national
identity, which
operates at the inter face of myth and
history, and serves alike as a guide to
statecraft, as wisdom li terature and as
an ethical code.  Yet its stor ies - par t
histor ical chronicle, par t myth and
fantasy, par t adventures and romances
- are restr icted to pre-Islamic Persia,
just as its language has been
obsessively purged of Arabic elements.
Islam, then, is conspicuous by its
absence.
    Since 1999, a 5-year project funded
by the AHRB, with joint directors and
research assistants in Cambr idge and
Edinburgh, has been digitising as
many as possible of the uncounted
extant images from hundreds of
Shahnama manuscripts in public and
pr ivate collections. This labour has
also necessar ily involved close study of
textual var iants (no two manuscripts of

the Shahnama have exactly the same
text) with the long-term view of
establi shing an online text which
records all known var iants.  Finall y,
the individual break-lines, each of
them the textual tr igger for an image,
have been recorded, along with the
complete page, ill ustration included, on
which they occur .
    All this information is being entered
onto a database whose life is intended
to continue long after the end of the
project.  The popular ity of the
Shahnama has ensured that the entire
history of Persian painting (most of
which has taken the form of book
ill ustration) can be studied through
this database.
    Already more than twice the number
of images previously li sted (which was
around 4,000) has been assembled, and

most of the pages
containing images
have been entered
onto the database
and will be
searchable via a
series of fields.

The database
has made possible
the accurate ident-
ification of scenes
formerly described
only in gener ic
fashion (e.g.
“ hunt” , " batt le" ,
“ reception" , “ en-
thronement” ); the
exploration of
detailed links
between text and
image; and the
analysis of
iconographic cy-
cles and their
evolution over
time. Indeed, it

promises to move the centre of gravity
in modern ar t-histor ical scholarship
from the individual painting to the
cycle.

Above all, the assembly of a cr itical
mass of data allows techniques of
statistical analysis to be deployed, and
thus makes it possible to approach old
problems (e.g. of dating, provenance
and length of pictor ial cycles) to be
approached from dramatically new
angles.  I t has already been
demonstrated - for example in the case
of the celebrated Great Mongol
Shahnama - that these new methods
can supplement and often cor rect
findings previously determined on the
basis of style alone.

Future work on illustrated
Shahnamas, it is already clear , will be
based on a much larger body of

material, both textuall y and pictor iall y,
than hither to, and it will be possible to
explore cognate topics like page layout
and call igraphy as well as to make
better sense of incomplete illustrated
Shahnama manuscripts.

BOUND FOR
AUSTRALIA

Bil l Bell, Co-Director of the CHB,
makes some surprising discoveries about
nineteenth-century criminals and their

reading habits.

THE ARCHETYPAL image of the
Australian convict as a desperate man,
il literate and brutali sed, has been
common since Dickens introduced the
character of Magwitch to the novel
reading public in 1861.  Recent
analyses of li teracy levels in the
nineteenth century, however, have led
histor ians to conclude that many
Australian transpor tees were better
read than has often been thought.
_________________________________

The average level of literacy was higher
on male convict ships than on most

government emigrant vessels
_________________________________

   As official records show, a large
propor tion of convicts in the
nineteenth century were far from
unsophisticated in their literary
abili ties.   Many were skilled labourers
and craftsmen, while a small number
were educated to an unusual degree.
The conception of felonies such as
fraud, sedition, and embezzlement -
even if unsuccessfull y executed -
required at least a certain amount of
respectabili ty.  More conspicuous if
less numerous were the gentleman
convicts who arr ived over the decades,
including members of the gentry and
professional classes.  Included in the
transpor tation li sts are poli tical
dissenters, disgraced school-masters,
and even defrocked clergymen.
    The Admiralty Papers, now held at
the The National Archives, suggest that
the average level of li teracy was higher
on male convict ships than on most
government emigrant vessels in the
nineteenth century and that the ability
to read and write was often more
common among pr isoners than guards
and crew. Surgeons’ repor ts indicate
that levels of li teracy could vary
considerably from vessel to vessel.
    James Fraser, an 18 year old
servant, having been sentenced for
housebreaking, boarded the Eliza in

CURRENT
RESEARCH



1819 with a Bible and 18 other titles.
And it would be difficult to imagine a
more erudite company of passengers
than the pr isoners responsible for the
production of The Voice of Our Exiles,
a weekly newspaper published in
manuscript on board the Clara in 1864.

For several columns the editor quotes
sources including Ovid, Boethius,
Cervantes, and Bacon, presumably
from memory.  One of a ser ies of
highly perceptive philosophical debates
that goes on throughout the journal’s
pages relates to the penal code itself,
demonstrating a good working
knowledge of Bentham, Mill, and other
contemporary author it ies.
    The diar ies of the many Fenian
pr isoners on board the last convict ship
to Australia, the Hougomont,  provides
a fair ly detailed account of li fe between
decks as they made their way from
London to Western Australia in 1867.
Evening entertainments included a
debating society, recitations from
Shakespeare, nightly theatr icals, and
the publication of a weekly journal
entitled The Wild Goose containing
or iginal poetry, cr itical ar ticles, and a
li vely cor respondence column.
   After arrival many felons were to
distinguish themselves in civil and
commercial li fe, eventuall y taking up
influential posts in business, education,
poli tics and the arts.  One of these,
George Howe, contr ibuted towards the
creation of the new colonial society by
becoming Australia’s first government
pr inter .  In 1791 Howe was responsible
for pr inting, under instructions from
the Governor ,  New South Wales
General Standing Orders, Australia’s
first pr inted text and one which gave
legislative shape to the new colony.  He
was also responsible for the publication
in 1813 of Australia’s first illustrated
book.   Birds of New South Wales
included lavish images by the artist
John Lewin, accompanied by the notes
of the gentleman convict, James Grant.
Transpor ted in 1803 for attempting to
‘dishonour ’ a lady, Grant soon had
made a reputation for himself as one of
the colony’s foremost naturali sts and

did much to agitate for the civil r ights
of its pr ison population.
    While Australia’s convict settlers
were to find themselves vilified over
the decades, histor ians are now
beginning to recognise the impor tant
role they actuall y played in the
establi shment of their nation.  In this
reappraisal, li teracy and book
ownership records can do much to
dispel the idea of the illiterate mass so
often por trayed in popular culture.
Female convicts tended to fare worse
overall, however, a fact that can be
att r ibuted in part to lower li teracy
rates among their counterpar ts at
home.
__________________________________________

printed texts . . . often provided
important links with a world that many

would never see again.
_________________________________

    Personal accounts show how the
pr inted texts that accompanied these
unfor tunate outcasts on their long
journey south often provided
impor tant links with a wor ld that
many would never see again.  In this
most unli kely of cultural contexts,
conspicuous li teracy could confer a
degree of social status in the face of
other forms of deracination.  Magwitch
was not the only one, it seems, who
would take revenge on the society that
had condemned him by making himself
a ‘gentleman’ .

JOHN LOCKE’S
LIBRARY

Jonquil Bevan, Co-Director of the CHB,
tells the story of the remarkable rescue

of an important library

JOHN LOCKE bequeathed his library,
which included his collection of pr inted
books and his own personal
manuscripts, to be divided between his
fr iend Damar is, Lady Masham, and his
nephew, Peter Ki ng.  The Masham
por tion has been dispersed, but the
Ki ng moiety passed by descent to the
Ear ls of Lovelace.  Through the
assiduity of the late Peter Laslett, a
distinguished Locke scholar among his
many other interests, the Lovelace
Locke collection was eventuall y run to
ear th.  Having drawn a blank from his
enquir ies among the English Lovelace
properties, Laslett obtained permission
to investigate the Lovelace shooting-
lodge, Torr idon House, Wester Ross.
Peter gave a vivid account of his his
subsequent adventures.  First meeting
with the then Lord Lovelace at the
Station Hotel, Inverness, he was
handed a set of keys and invited to get
on with it.
    The Lovelace Locke books turned
out to reside in a walk-in cupboard off
the drawing room.  I ts door was used
for target practice when it was too wet
to go out stalking.  Tor r idon House is
buil t with pine, rather than oak, so we
must be grateful that the door
withstood this treatment.
    Shor tly after this discovery Peter
Laslett learned that a volume from the
collection had been sold off , and he
became alarmed that the Lovelace
Locke collection might, like the
Masham collection, be dispersed.
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He managed therefore, to persuade
Paul Mellon to intervene.  Mellon
bought the books, had them expertly
repaired and conserved and had made
for them a set of bookcases which
answered to the or iginal ar rangement
of the volumes.
    The Mellon bookcases are important
because they enable Locke’s books to
be put together according to their
or iginal pressmarks:  the books are
now in the cor rect order on the
appropr iate shelves.  Mellon then
crowned his generosity by presenting
the Locke books, book-presses and all,
to the Bodleian Library.  They now
occupy a room of their on in the first
floor west of the Clarendon Building,
Oxford.
    Locke had the habit of annotating
his books with cross-references to
books he owned by press-mark. That is
one reason why it is so valuable to have
his books back in order (so far as can
be reproduced after their tr ip to
Scotland, then across the Atlantic and
back).  Indeed, if one wishes to check
one of his references, crossing the floor
to the appropr iate position on the
appropr iate shelf creates a somewhat
eer ie sense of treading in footsteps that
never were.
    Book Histor ians may like to know
that among the manuscripts there are
the account-books that Locke kept
scrupulously from his days as a
Westminster schoolboy.  They include
seven agreements with stationers for
the publication of var ious of his works.
He used his stationers as his London
bankers, and often expected payment
in kind.  The agreements show detailed
li sting by type-size, number of lines to

a page and so for th, and take certain
contemporary books as standard
measure.
    Transcr iptions of Locke’s
agreements will be pr inted in a
for thcoming volume of the Clarendon
Locke edition, edited by Dr M ark
Goldie.  I can, meantime, make
typescript copies of transcr iptions
available to anyone who cares to send a
prepaid envelope.

]_̂�̀baRced fg̀ih	̀bjgakcD]l̂�̀

Gen Rogers, resident compositor at
Robert Smail ’s Printing Works,

provides a glimpse into the daily life of a
Victorian print shop
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(The National Trust for Scotland)

Step back in time at this completely
restored pr inting works and see how
pr inting was done at the beginning

of the twentieth century
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BOOKS IN HIGH
LATITUDES

David and Deirdre Stam discover a
world of reading among polar exporers

MARCH 2003 proved a most
auspicious time for us to visit the CHB
and to speak about our research on
books and reading in polar
exploration.  Auspicious because in
addition to our research at the
Edinburgh University L ibrary, the
National L ibrary of Scotland, and the
National Museum of Scotland, the
week of March 10th in Edinburgh saw
the celebration of the centennial of the
Scott ish National Antarctic Expedition
(pictured here), the opening of a major
exhibition on its leader Will iam Speirs
Bruce, and a stimulating symposium
on Bruce's legacy as Scotland's best
known polar explorer .
    Our cur rent research concentrates
on three complementary projects.
First, we are prepar ing an exhibition,
scheduled for the Grolier Club in New
York City in December 2005, on the
li terature of polar exploration.  The
exhibit will be designed to ill ustrate the
diversity of materials needed to
document thor oughly the history of
Arctic and Antarctic exploration:
books, journals and diar ies, pamphlets,
photographs, cigarette cards, stamps,
postcards, games, anything which
demonstrates the li fe of the explorer
abroad and the reception of his (and
eventuall y her ) exploits at home.
Connected to the exhibition will be a
catalogue descr ibing the exhibit and its
joint emphasis on the history of
exploration and the nature of ªpolar º
collections. Thirdly, we are gather ing
material for a book on what polar
explorers and other Arctic sojourners

read, how and where they read, and
what they thought of their reading.
    Most surpr ising is the size of
collections among polar -bound ships
and in ªwinter ing-overº huts (1200 to
3000 books were not unusual from
1845 to 1940).  The subjects of the
collections are also revealing (including
many monuments of science and
li terature, religious and li turgical
works, as well as the predictable polar
stor ies and light reading), and the
li vely commentary on reading that is
spr inkled amidst diar ies and even in
formal expeditionary accounts.  The
major figures of the Golden Age of
Polar Exploration were, in fact,
invar iably avid readers with a strong
sense of history and national myths
and of their own roles in that
li terature.
    Beyond this our longer-term interest
is in the book culture of high latitudes,
both Nor th and South, in all its aspects.
The ongoing work is not limited to
explorers but seeks to find mater ial on
the development of reading among
indigenous peoples, the literary habits
of merchants and traders as in the
Hudson's Bay Company, and any
other manifestations of book culture in
ultra cold climates.
    A related theme is the analysis of the
library catalogues of expedition ships,
which are relatively scarce, the most
famous probably being that of Scott' s
Discovery, a rare pr inted catalogue
studied in some detail by Bill Bell.
Others include a manuscript catalogue
of books aboard the Franklin-search
vessel Assistance in 1851, the library of
Herman Melville's whaling ship, and
the thousands of seamen's librar ies
sent to sea by the Amer ican Seamen's
Fr iend Association and by similar
institutions in Br itain.

David H. Stam is University Librarian
Emeritus at Syracuse University. Deirdre C.
Stam is Director of the New York Center for
the Book and Professor of Library and
Information Science at Long Island
University.

SERMONS FROM THE
SWAMPS

Donald Meek, Professor of Scottish and
Gaelic Studies at The University of

Edinburgh, looks to the United States to
discover the first printed sermons in

Gaelic.

THE FIRST Gaelic sermons to sur vive
in pr int were published, not in
Scotland, as one might expect, but in
Nor th Carolina, in 1791. The two
homili es were issued as a substantial
booklet, extending to fifty pages and
pr inted by Sibley, Howard and
Roulstone in Fayetteville. The first
sermon (and probably the second) was
preached in the Raft Swamp distr ict of
Nor th Carolina in ©the first month of
autumn 1790© by the Rev. Dougal
Crawford (1752-1821), a native of
Arr an, who arr ived in the area about
1784, and became the minister of
Barbeque (or Barbecue) Presbyter ian
Church. Crawford led the Barbecue
church for about seven years. He then
returned to Scotland, becoming
assistant minister of the par ish of
Kil mor ie, Ar ran, in 1795, and
successively minister of Saddell,
Ki ntyre (1779-1815) and Kilmor ie
(1815-21).
    Gaelic-speaking Highlanders had
been emigrating to Nor th Carolina
from the ear ly 1730s, many of them
leaving Argyll, and especiall y Kintyre
and Knapdale, and the islands of the
Inner Hebrides (including Skye).   The
greatest sett lement was the Argyll
Colony in the upper Cape Fear Valley,
containing two adjacent towns which
were called Campbeltown
(significantly, given the Argyll
connection) and Cross Creek.  Cross
Creek was renamed ©Fayetteville© after
the American Revolution.  This
explains the seemingly contradictory
link between the Gaelic language and
Fayetteville, which was evidently large
enough to have its own pr inting press
by 1790.  Between 1765 and 1775, a
substantial number of land grants had
been made to Highlanders in the
region of Big Raft Swamp and L ittle
Raft Swamp, to the south of the Cape
Fear River. I t has been estimated that,
by the end of the eighteenth century,



there were some 50,000 Highlanders in
Nor th Carolina.
As ministers were scarce in emigrant
communities, it was evidently
Crawford's aim to provide mater ial
not only for the edification of
individuals, but also for the conduct of
church services.Alongside the two
Gaelic sermons, there are three Gaelic
prayers, one preceding the first
sermon, and two preceding the second.
In addition, it was apparently expected
that the book would be read in both
Arr an and Nor th Carolina.  The
prefaces to the sermons are dedicated
respectively to Crawford©s home
congregation in the par ish of K ilmor ie
in Arran, and to ©the congregation in
Raft Swamp and the congregations in
Robeson County and in Mr M acKay©s
place©  - a reference to the congregation
which met in the home of an
Argyllshire man, Archibald MacKay
(1720-1797), a native of Ki ntyre.  In the
absence of church buildings, the
emigrant congregations met in people©s
houses.  The neat balance of the
dedications anticipates the shape of
Crawford©s life, as he served the
congregations of both Barbecue and
Kil mor ie with equal devotion, and for
almost the same amount of time.

This is likely to be the largest – and
certainly the earliest – specimen of
Arran Gaelic surviving in print.

    The importance of preaching as part
of late eighteenth-century worship is
underlined by both Raft Swamp
sermons.  Each compr ises some sixteen
pages of t ightly packed pr int, and (if
we can discount the possibili ty that
Crawford may have expanded his
work for publication) each must have
taken at least an hour and a half to
deli ver.  The prayers, which reproduce
in pr int the phrasing and rhythms of
public prayer in Gaelic, range from
one to two pages in length. By
declaiming this remarkable set of
Presbyter ian sermons and prayers
from the Gàidhealtachd of Nor th
Carolina, it is still possible to ©hear© the
voice of the preacher as he addresses
his var ious congregations in Arr an
Gaelic, far from his native Gaelic
community.  This is likely to be the
largest – and cer tainly the ear liest –
specimen of Arr an Gaelic surviving in
pr int, and for that reason alone the
Raft Swamp sermons and prayers are
of great impor tance to our
understanding of the Gaelic language
and the Scott ish homiletic tradit ion.

IAN MOWAT

IAN MOWAT was one of the most able
and forward-thinking librar ians of his
generation. He stood out among the
cohor t of those active in steer ing their
profession through the complex
challenges posed by the electronic-
information re-
volution on the one
hand, and the
decline in funding
levels within higher
education on the
other.
    Following edu-
cation at Robert
Gordon©s College,
Aberdeen, and the
universities of
Aberdeen and
Sheff ield, Mowat©s
career took him to
seven research
librar ies, enabling
him to accumulate
a r ich store of experience.
    His first j ob, at St Andrews
University L ibrary, saw him learn the
core elements of librar ianship.  This
was followed by posts at Her iot-Watt
University L ibrary in Edinburgh, and
the National Library of Scotland,
where he became Assistant Keeper
with responsibili ty for establi shing the
Bibliography of Scotland.  In 1978 he
moved to Glasgow University L ibrary,
first as Superintendent of Reader
Services, and in 1983 as Associate
University L ibrar ian.
    In 1986 he took up the difficult task
of succeeding Philip Larkin as
University L ibrar ian at Hull . Mowat©s
style was very different from Larkin©s,
and he embraced the newly automated
catalogue with reli sh, soon establi shing
Hull as a place for both library
innovation in the use of technology,
and as a significant centre for Special
Collections.
    After five very happy years at Hull,
he moved to Newcastle where he began
to play a more prominent role on a
national and international stage, in
addition to instigating energetic
developments at his own library.  He
served on a number of significant
national committees, most impor tantly
as Chairman of the Non-Formula
Funding (NFF) Committee of the JISC
(Joint Information Systems
Committee).

A broad understanding of professional
developments brought about his
election to the Members Council on
OCLC, a major international
consor tium of librar ies, the Online
Computer L ibrary Center , centred
around a shared database.  He rose
through its ranks, becoming recognised
in the US for his or iginal thinking, as
well as for his infectious laughter. He
became known as " Frenchie" within
OCLC circles, as he loved to claim
citizenship of France, through an

obscure and
unrescinded

medieval treaty
between

Scotland and
that country.
He was elected
to the centre©s
board of
trustees last
year.
    In addition,
Ian became a
prominent adv-
ocate for
stronger links
between libra-

r ians in the UK and in Central Europe.
He continued to develop these
connections while at Newcastle and
Edinburgh, and in 1994 became a
consultant for Unesco for the
rebuilding of the University and
National L ibrary at Sarajevo.
    In 1997 Mowat fulfil led a long-held
ambition, and became Librar ian to
Edinburgh University.  He was a
popular member of Senate and other
university committees, and deepened
the library©s good standing among all
par ts of the university, partly due to
the strength of his own personali ty,
and was keen to promote project-
working in collaboration with
academics.
    Mowat, through his chairmanship of
Scur l (Scott ish Confederation of
University and Research Librar ies),
was leading the development of a
Scott ish Universities Joint Store at the
time of his death, a project which may
well prove to be one of his lasting
contr ibutions to librar ianship in his
native Scotland.
Ian Mowat was born (in 1946) and
bred in Dingwall, the son of a bank
manager; his upbr inging stood him in
good stead throughout his li fe, and also
enabled him to challenge the stereotype
of the dour parsimonious Highlander –
two of his strongest character istics
being his infectious enthusiasm for li fe
and his unstinting generosity. Both of
these  attr ibutes  he  shared  in   equal

IN MEMORIAM



measure with his wife, Margaret.
    He was a keen architectural
histor ian and hil l-walker , and it is a
par ticular tragedy that he should die in
an accident whilst walking in Glencoe.

 Richard Ovenden

BLACKWELL LECT URE 2003

EDINBURGH BOOK HISTORY
SEMINAR 2004-2005

BLACKWELL LECTUR E 2003

For several years the main event in the
CHB calendar has been The James
Thin Lecture, established in
celebration of over 150 years of
university bookselling from their
premises at South Bridge.  From this
year the sponsorship for this event will
be generously undertaken by Thin's
successors at South Br idge, Blackwell
Booksellers.
    The first Blackwell Lecture, which
wil l take place on 24 November at
5.15pm in the Playfair L ibrary Hall,
wil l be delivered by Professor L isa
Jardine.  The title of the lecture will be
`Reader , if you require a Monument:
The Book that immor tali sed Sir
Chr istopher Wren'. The Pr incipal of
The University will preside.
    Former lecturers have included Asa
Br iggs, Mar ilyn Butler , Robert
Darnton, Stephen Greenblatt, Robert
Gross, and D.F. Mckenzie.

MATERIAL CULT URE AND
THE CREATION OF

KNOWLEDGE
22-24 July 2005

Following the success of the 2000
Mater ial Cultures Conference, the
CHB wil l be hosting another major
international event in two years time.
    The conference will take place in
Old College in July 2005, and will
include plenary addresses by Peter
Burke, Roger Char tier, and Robert
Darnton.
    Proposals are invited for 20-25
minute papers on topics relating to all
aspects of the mater ial culture of the
text, par ticular ly insofar as it touches
on the production of knowledge.
Panels are planned on a range of topics
including: Librar ies and the Order of
Knowledge, Publishing the Enlighten-
ment, Reading Communities, The
Revolutionary Press, The Creation of
Disciplines, Censorship and Regu-
lation, The Intellectual and the
Circulation of Ideas, Typography and
Meaning, The Cultures of Collecting,
The History of Science and the History
of Ideas, The Knowledge Industr ies,
 The Imperial Press, Humanism and
the Book, Geographies of the Book,
The Electronic Revolution.
       Proposals of 200-300 words on
these and related topics can be

submitted by email to
materialcultures@ed.ac.uk, to arr ive
no later than 1 November 2004.
Updated information can be accessed
from the CHB web site.

BRITISH BOOK TRADE
CONFERENCE
27-29 July 2004

The CHB is pleased to be hosting the
twenty-first annual Br itish Book Trade
History Conference.
      The three-day event will include a
visit to Robert Smail©s Pr inting Works,
dinner in the 17th century George
Her iot©s School, and an exhibition on
the 18th century Scott ish book trade.
      Papers are invited on any aspect of
the production and distr ibution of
pr int in Great Britain or on aspects of
book-trade relations with any par t of
the former colonies and dominions.
      Submissions, which should arr ive
no later than 30th November 2003,
should be sent to Dr John Hinks,
Depar tment of English, University of
Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham
B15 2TT, or J.Hinks@bham.ac.uk.
      Further information is available on
the CHB web site.

EDINBURGH BOOK HISTORY
SEMINAR 2003-2004

The Edinburgh Book History Seminar
wil l continue to take place in the
University L ibrary on alternate
Fr idays in the Autumn and Spr ing
Terms, between 1-2pm.
      This year 's offer ings will include
Jonquil Bevan on ear ly pr inters to the
University, Roderick Cave on botanical
pr inting, Chr istopher de Hamel on the
production of bestiar ies, Trevor
Howard-Hill on Shakespearean
editing, Kate Kelman on Alasdair
Gray and book design, and John Scally
on Robert Louis Stevenson and his
ill ustrations.  A full programme is
available for consultation on the Web
at www.ar ts.ed.ac.uk/chb/events.htm.

VISITING   FELL OWSHIPS

Over the years the Centre has
continued to welcome overseas
scholars who are undertaking
research into all aspect of
Bibliography or the History of
the Book. Visiting Fellowships
are held at the I nstitute for
Advanced Studies in the
Humanities.

THE DAVID LAING
FELLOWSHIP has been
established in order to
encourage the scholar ly use of
libraries in Edinburgh, in
particular the Special
Collections of Edinburgh
University L ibrary. The
Fellowship provides the
annual recipient with a
stipend of £1000 and is held in
association with Edinburgh
University L ibrary.

NON-STIPENDIARY
FELLOWSHIPS are also
available. Fellows receive the
use of facilities close to the
University L ibrary and within
ten minutes walk of the
National L ibrary of Scotland.
They are also encouraged to
participate fully in the life of
the University and the local
scholar ly community.

THE DEADLINE for
submissions is December 1 in the
preceding calendar year.
Further infor mation is available
from the CHB web site or by
writing to

CHB Fellowships,
Institute for Advanced Studies

in the Humanities,
University of Edinburgh,

Hope Park Square,
Edinburgh, EH8 9NW, UK.

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS

The CENTRE for the HISTORY
of the BOOK

Institute for Advanced Studies in
the Humanities, University of

Edinburgh, Hope Park Square,
Edinburgh, EH8 9NW
Email : IASH@ed.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)131 650 4671
Fax: +44 (0)131 668 2252

http://www.ar ts.ed.ac.uk/chb


